CHAPTER  8

GOOD NEIGHBOUR

The Prince's example in dark and difficult times. British Legion
nearest his heart. The fruits of war experience. Never
forgetful of ex-service men. The Prince's resolve as strong
and clear as ever. His warnings to the oncoming generation.
His qualifications as a leader. His devotion to England. A
day in Durham, as Patron of the National Council of Social
Service. His example to the House of Commons. The
Prince's public addresses. Analysis of his address to the Royal
Institute of British Architects, 1934. The effects of the speech.

IN a world where charitable impulse is in danger
of being stifled by the very universality of distress,
we welcome every effort to keep it alive, from what-
ever source it may come. The steep path from distress
to despair, from despair to apathy, is easily taken by those
of generous disposition. Even those who are in a posi-
tion to lead are too often intimidated in such a world as
this, too often retire to an observation-post of com-
parative security. Soft tongues are everywhere heard
persuading men to shirk responsibilities, persuading
them that responsibilities in any case are illusive, and
they speak with an effectiveness that is alarming. The
isolation policy which makes men of international affairs
exceedingly wrathful, is overlooked as a motive in
individual lives, or else encouraged.

We welcome then, or should welcome, each point of
light we discern in this so dark and disjointed world. In
the writer's judgment, such a point of light is to be seen
in the Prince's steadfast devotion to the causes he has
chosen to support. Of these the nearest to his heart has
always been die British Legion. The office he holds as
President of that organization has dakned more of his
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